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This traditional spiritual
tune, "This Little
Light of Mine," talks about the importance of unity in
the face of adversity. It sings of the light in each individual and
how, whether standing up alone or joining together, each little bit
of light can break the darkness. The song has since been applied
to many struggles but was an anthem of the civil
rights movement at the time.

PRESIDENT'S
And just like that, it’s 2022! It’s hard to believe I’ve
been with the Chorus for over 20 years, but then we all know time
flies when you’re having fun. And boy oh boy, do we have fun! We
also put in a lot of work with rehearsals, memorizing the music,
putting costumes together, staging, and singing at community
events. I think I can speak for all of us when I say it’s a labor of love.
Just as we began rehearsing for our Spring 2020 show, our
Director Katie McGuire Menges deployed overseas. We were
grateful when longtime Chorus member Cecile Lindegren took on
the task of directing our two abbreviated shows. Katie returned and
directed our first post-Covid show in the auditorium last fall. Then lo
and behold she was called overseas again, missing this year’s Spring
concert. This time Katie asked new member Heather Pitcher to take
over. Heather directed us at a few Christmas events, and we all
appreciated her directing talents. Heather, thank you so much for
stepping into Katie’s shoes!
In keeping with our decades-long tradition, we will award a
scholarship to a talented graduating high school senior to further
their musical education. We are a non-profit organization and take
great pleasure in supporting our youth through song.
As president, I want to thank my Board of Directors. The best
Board ever helps me fulfill my duties in service to our Chorus, all the
while making it fun. Everyone steps up and takes on tasks that must
be done and we work together to make the Chorus run smoothly. I
thank you all for what you do!
Our 2022 Spring show is a delightful mix of folk songs, spirituals,
and patriotic music. I hope you enjoy every minute! We thank you for
coming and for your continued support of the Chorus.
Vicki Kreis,
FWBCC President

"Ashokan Farewell" is a waltz composed in the style of
a Scottish lament. Jay Ungar describes the song as
coming out of "a sense of loss and longing" after the annual
Ashokan Music & Dance Camps ended. Before its use as the
television series theme, "Ashokan Farewell" was recorded on
Waltz of the Wind, the second album by the band Fiddle
Fever. Ashokan was the name of a former village in the
Catskill region that is now mostly covered by the
Ashokan Reservoir.

“Summer is singing with joy, and the
beaches are inviting you with dancing
waves.”
Debasish Mridha
The Alto and Men Sections
wish you a safe summer

DIRECTOR'S
Coined in 1841, the term ‘Americana’ stood for the
nostalgia and longing for “The Good Old Days,” where Americans
lived in small towns and cities. This nostalgia serves as a reminder
of a romanticized past that encapsulates the American Dream
and culture. It has even led to a trend that encourages collecting
memorabilia and treasuring items, like vinyl records, coins, vintage
cars, and old license plates.
Americana isn’t just found in material objects. It can be found in
anything that’s representative of American culture, including
MUSIC. Americana music is a combination of several American
genres: blues, gospel, country, bluegrass, and rock and roll.
Tonight we present to you a collection of songs that will
encourage you to be taken back to those “Good Old Days”. Hop
aboard the train from Chattanooga, dance with Old Dan Tucker,
and join in the thrill of a baseball game, complete with hotdogs,
sunshine, and cheering fans. Allow us to take you to the early
colonists living through The Second Great Awakening, the
religious revival, as they lifted their voices in hymns and praises.
May the Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy remind us of the time of our
own Doolittle Raiders who 80 years ago, on 18 April 1942, showed
courage and bravery.
Let’s kick up our heels and celebrate America, the Beautiful,
and grow in brotherhood from sea to shining sea!
We present to you “Songs of the Heartland”. May these songs
inspire a love of country and bring fond memories of those who
have gone before.
Heather Pitcher
FWBCC Interim Director

Many American men were serving in the military when
"Chattanooga Choo Choo" was recorded, as World
War II was raging in Europe. Glenn Miller asked his orchestra to
think about a returning soldier with that feeling of excitement as
he gets a shoe shine, boards the train and watches the scenery go
by, knowing he's headed for home. The lyric for this song tells the
story of a man traveling south on a coal-burning train from
Pennsylvania Station in New York (there are various
Pennsylvania Stations in the United States, but in Sun Valley
Serenade, it's the one in New York), through Baltimore
and arriving in Chattanooga, TN, where he will meet up
with his girl.

They play a big part in helping us to bring
you musical entertainment.

Please let them know you saw their
advertisement in our program!
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Beatles producer George
Martin had the orchestra play a
little bit of "In the Mood" at the end
of "All You Need Is Love."

"In the Mood" is one
of the most recogniza
ble and
popular big band song
s. Miller recorded it in
and the song became
1939
wildly popular in early
1940, shortly
before Billboard bega
n publishing its "Mus
ic Popularity
Chart." This makes it
hard to gauge the so
ng's appeal at the
time, but it helped M
iller become the top
bandleader in the
world - in that first Bi
llboard chart he held
down
three of the Top 10 pl
aces.
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Accompanist

Lori Wagner

Advertising & Publicity

Cindy Hernandez, Erica & Tom
White

Costumes

Ginger Weathers

Music Librarian

Joy Bynum

Poster Design

Elizabeth McNair

Program

Image Printing & Digital
Services Inc., Andrea Schweim

Scholarship Program

Maryellen Hammock

Social Director

Ginger Weathers

Social Media

Joy Bynum, Andrea Schweim

Sound & Lighting

Mike Menges, TSC Production

Sponsorship Program

Cindy Hernandez

Staging

Jessica Dugas

Tickets, Lobby & Sponsor
Program

Debbie Ernisse, Mary & Bill
Kober, Andrea Schweim

Website (FWBCC.org)

John Esling (Go Daddy), Kim
Wolf

&
en in 1947 by the Country
itt
wr
s
wa
"
ns
To
n
ee
ixt
"S
is
ngwriter Merle Travis. It
Western guitarist and so
other,
br
s
Hi
his coal-mining family.
of
es
nc
rie
pe
ex
e
th
le, a
on
Py
based
out the death of Ernie
ab
r
te
let
a
him
e
ot
wr
John Travis,
ring combat.
had just been killed cove
o
wh
nt
de
on
sp
rre
co
r
: "It's like
wa
of a coal miner, writing
at
th
to
job
s
le'
Py
ed
u
en
John lik
d 16 tons and what do yo
loa
u
Yo
s.
ne
mi
al
co
e
erle
working in th
and deeper in debt." M
get? Another day older
.
r's words into the chorus
he
ot
br
his
d
te
ra
po
or
inc

At the time, "Sixteen Tons" wa
s the fastest-selling single
in the history of Capitol Recor
ds - impressive when
you consider they had Frank Sin
atra on their roster. For
some, this song stayed relevant
into the digital age, with
big tech now the "company sto
re." East Bay Ray, the
guitarist for the Dead Kennedys
, covered it with his band
Killer Smiles in 2020. "I like tha
t song because it relates to
nowadays because people are
kind of tools of Facebook
and tools of Uber and tools of
Amazon," he told Songfacts.
"You've got to play by their rul
es, and they're basically
psychopathic capitalist corporat
ions. Their whole
job is to suppress labor."

According to history, the song "Koom Ba
Yah" was first recorded in the early 1920s.
However, it is believed to have originated with
Southern Slaves in the Gullah language. Gullah is a
language that was spoken by slaves that inhabited
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia,
and Florida.

Follow and like us on
&
Use tag #FWBCC1975 to check in
& let us know you are enjoying
the show!

Baseball Fever by Cristi Cary Miller
Chorus

Three American Folk Songs arr. by Michael John Trotta
Chorus

Sixteen Tons arr. by Ruth Artman
Jesse Flores, Tim Swanson, Wes Weathers, Thomas White,
Timothy White

This Land is Your Land arr. by Jill Gallina
Jessica Dugas, Debbie Ernisse, Janis Minardi, Judy Moore,
Ginger Weathers, Kim Wolf

Kumbaya arr. by Harry Harter
Jessica Dugas, Debbie Ernisse, Janis Minardi, Judy Moore,
Ginger Weathers, Kim Wolf

Ashokan Farewell by Jay Ungar
Lori Wagner, Kim Wolf

Shine On Me arr. by Rollo A. Dilworth
Jesse Flores, Cindy Hernandez, Vicki Kreis, Ginger Weathers,
Wes Weathers

This Little Light of Mine arr. by William Bradley Roberts
Jessica Dugas, Cindy Hernandez, Abby Robertson

Didn't My Lord Deliver Daniel by Roger Emerson
Chorus

INTERMISSION

Down to the River to Pray arr. by Roger Emerson
Abby Robertson, Cindy Swanson, Cindy Theriot

Shenandoah arr. by Rollo A. Dilworth
Jesse Flores, Tim Swanson, Wes Weathers, Thomas White,
Timothy White

Bring Me Little Water, Sylvie arr. by Greg Gilpin
Chorus

Wade in the Water by Brad Printz
Chorus

That Dixieland Sound by Don Besig and Nancy Price
Jessica Dugas, Debbie Ernisse, Cindy Hernandez, Kathy
Martin, Janis Minardi, Heather Pitcher

Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy by Don Raye and Hughie
Prince
Michelle DeCarlo, Nance Koslik, Heather Pitcher

In the Mood arr. by Robert Sterling
Chorus

Chattanooga Choo Choo arr. by Mac Huff
Chorus

America the Beautiful arr. by Craig Curry
Chorus

Go With a Song in Your Heart by Jay Althouse
Chorus - Narration by Wes Weathers

The earliest known version of "Down to the River to Pray,"
titled "The Good Old Way," was published in Slave
Songs of the United States in 1867. The song was contributed
to that book by George H. Allan of Nashville, Tennessee,
who may also have been the transcriber. In some versions,
"in the river" is replaced by "to the river". The phrase "in the
river" is significant, for two reasons. The more obvious one is
that the song has often been sung at outdoor baptisms (such as
the full-immersion baptism depicted in the 2000 film O Brother,
Where Art Thou?). Another reason is that many songs sung by
victims of slavery contained coded messages for escaping. When
the enslaved people escaped, they would walk in the river
because the water would cover their scent from the bountyhunters' dogs. Similarly, the "starry crown" could refer to
navigating their escape by the stars. And "Good Lord, show me
the way" could be a prayer for God's guidance to find
the escape route, commonly known as "the
Underground Railroad."

Memorial
Scholarship
We are proud to announce our 2022 Memorial
Scholarship Recipient, Elizabeth Blair Weber.
Elizabeth is a senior at Niceville High School (NHS).
She is a well-rounded musician with interests in various
musical areas; voice, strings, piano, and composition. Ms. Weber
is a member of NHS’s flagship ensemble, OPUS One; a jazz
pianist for NHS Big Band; and a member of the Florida All-State
Sight-Reading Chorus for 2022.
For the past four years, she has been a violinist in the Solano
Youth Chamber Orchestra. For the past five years, she has
accompanied her church on the piano and organ and supported
her church youth group as their president.
Elizabeth is a National Merit Scholarship finalist, graduating
Summa Cum Laude Honors, winner of the Florida Vocal
Association Choral Composition Contest for 2021, and recipient of
the University of West Florida’s Music Study Club $1,000
Competition Scholarship. After graduation, she intends to study
piano performance at Brigham Young University.
During our Saturday Spring 2022 Performance, Elizabeth will
perform Bach’s Prelude and Fugue in Ab Major from the Welltempered Clavier Book 1. She chose Johann Sebastian Bach’s music
because she feels any work by the incredible musician was a
considerable influence on future musicians that followed his path,
even to this day.
The Fort Walton Beach Community Chorus Memorial
Scholarship was established in 1993 in dedication to numerous
long-time chorus members who have passed before us. Since
1993, the FWBCC has awarded scholarships
of over $35,000. Just as music was a
large part of our fallen members'
lives, this meaningful
scholarship will continue the
music experience and
education of recipients
who share the love of music!

Originally titled "God Blessed America," Guthrie wrote "This
Land is Your Land" as a parody of Irving Berlin's
"God Bless America." When Guthrie started writing the
song in 1940, the last line in the chorus was "God blessed
America for me," which Guthrie eventually changed into
"This land was made for you and me." It evolved into a protest
anthem as generations of folk singers performed the song, but
it is often misinterpreted as a patriotic song. The lyrics express
Guthrie's belief that the working class should have the
same rights as the rich.

Thanks to a legal snafu, this song is (somewhat fittingly)
in the public domain. Most of Guthrie's songs have
had their copyrights renewed, keeping them locked down for
95 years after the date they were first published. "This Land Is
Your Land," however, wasn't registered until 1956, and the
owner of that copyright, Ludlow Music renewed that copyright
in 1984. Guthrie published the song in 1945 when he created a
pamphlet with the words and music and sold it as sheet music.
This means that the copyright was up for renewal in 1973, not
1984, so the Ludlow copyright was not valid. This was only
discovered in 2004 when the website JibJab created an
animation using the song in a comedy bit with caricatures of
the presidential candidates George W. Bush and John Kerry.
When Ludlow tried to enforce their copyright, JibJab fought it,
claiming they were allowed to use the song, since it was satire.
When the case was made public, the Electronic Frontier
Foundation discovered Guthrie's 1945 pamphlet and figured
out that Ludlow didn't own the rights. Thus it was discovered
that this song is free for you and me (as long as you
record an original version).
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“In sum
mer, the
song
sings itse
lf.” — W
illiam
Carlos W
illiams
Happy sum
mer
from the
Soprano
Section

"Shenandoah," also known as "Oh Shenandoah" or
"Across The Wide Missouri," the origin of this
traditional American folk song remains a mystery, though it
gained popularity as a sea shanty in the mid-1800s. In an 1876
edition of The New Dominion Monthly, Captain Robert
Chamblet Adams noted he first heard the tune, then known as
"Shanadore," around 1850 as a capstan shanty to set the pace
while the sailors hauled in the anchor. Ethnomusicologist Alan
Lomax explained the song most likely originated with
American and French-Canadian fur traders that canoed down
the Missouri River and its tributaries while singing songs to
quell their loneliness. Early iterations tell the story of a trader
who falls in love with the daughter of Shenandoah, a Native
American chief who refuses to consent to their
marriage and sends the heartbroken boater on his way.
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AND - Thank you
to all those unnam
ed supporters
from the chorus, fa
mily members, and
friends who
gave of their time
and talents in supp
ort of the
countless tasks ne
cessary to present
this show.
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"Wade in the Water" was used as a freedom song as the
lyrics gave geographical hints for a safer travel. “To
escaping slaves, the song told them to abandon the path and
move into the water. By traveling along the water’s edge or
across a body of water, the slaves would throw chasing dogs and
their keepers off the scent” (Wade in the Water). Without this
song many slaves would have been caught on their way to
reaching a safer place or to their destination of freedom. This
song remains one of the most significant encoded slave songs in
history. "Wade in the Water" was one of the
many songs that held messages to fellow slaves
to find a path to freedom.

We are the premier florists serving
the Fort Walton Beach area. We
can service all of your floral and gift
needs. We are your premiere Family
and Veteran owned Florists.
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Store Hours
Mon - Fri: 08:00 AM - 06:00 PM
Sat: 09:00 AM - 04:00 PM
Sun: Closed

Thank you for coming & we'll see you next time!

